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Omar Ortiz

Omar- OHFE was born in 1977 at Guadalajara, Jalisco,
Mexico where he still lives. Since he was a boy he has

been interested in drawing and illustration. He studied for a
degreea In Graphic Design, where he learned different
techniques such as hand drawing, pastels, charcoal, water
colors, acrylics and airbrushing. When he finished college
he decided to make a living from pamnting. In 2002 he
attended his first oil paint classes with the arfist Carmen
Alarcdn, who he considers his main teacher. Omar Ortiz
currently works with oil painting because he considers it
the noblest technique.

A minimalistic - hyperrealism characterizes his work,
where white colors, human body and a magical fabric play
predominate. "His paintings act like intimate pieces,
trapped in themsalves, outside of space and contaxt”®

He has showed in Mexico, Spain, Metherlands and London.

http://omarortiz.wordpress.com
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oil on linen  47"x 36"

OrAR ORTIZ

Explain your process.

Marmally | first work with the idea
and sometimes | do some
skelohes so | don't forget It. The
next step is to take the photo
cshoot either with models or with
obiects. During the photo session |
play with the light and the
compaosition always trying 1o
mamtam simpiicity, then | wark
with the photos on the computer
using Photoshop to edit the
images. | adjust the colors,
contrast, levels and remove nems
it necessany, once adied | print
the Image and start painting with
the photograph always in hand.
Cine thing | always have very Clear
& that the photograph |s |ust
another ool o accomplish a
bigger objective. | never rely 100%
on what the photograph tells me
ecause photography 1S
monocular and has many
limitations comparad to what the
human eye percelves so | always
makie cormections during the
pracess, | aways work the color
pased on the transparency of
layers and layers that way | can

achieve the depth of the tonss and
shades of the skin and other
glements. My work is slow and a
paintings takes me from 15 days
to one month fo finish it because |
put special attertion to details.

How have social networks such as
Facebook, Twitter and others
come into play with your art?

aocial networks, forums, blogs
and web sites have been very
usaful for mae because they have
helped me show my work
wiorldwide. The internet has
opened some doors for me in
galleries in other countries. The
communication througn the
internet becomeas instantansous
and girect and yoll can contact
peopla, artist or dealers in a way
that 10 years ago would not be
possible. Mowadays when you
want to search about any artist the
first thing you do s to ook in the
internet, sc | think that it you want
to show your work to the world
the Internet is a very good place
1o 00 54,

How has digital accessihility come
into play with your work?

Citric Spiral  oll on linen  63"x87"

Digital media has been very Lseiul
to me becauss | often use a
computer and a digital camera

as tools, that way | don't have the
madel posing far more than

15 days.,

What is your preferred medium
and why?

My preferred meadium (8 oil paint
pecause | consider it the noblest
technique; | think it has saveral
aspects that make it better than
other techniques like: durakklity,
flexibility, the abillty to work [t
opaque or transparant. | have
wiorked with other technigues
such as acryllc, watercoior,
graphite and pastel but | still prefer
ol painting,

Do you believe art should serve a
political purpose or remain
neutral?

| believe that art should serve the
purpose of baauty; art should
ieotate us for a momeant from all
the pollution and the acoeerated
ives we usually have to offer a
space or a moment of simplhicity
" gur lives,
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Introspective: Female Diaty

This 158 & plece that | parllculary like, Light, color and
composition wara the main factors | wanted o deal with fo
gva the piece the monumental nature thal was intended.
The intantion was to represent the beauty of a female body
in soma kind of pedestal. The painting presanted soma
technical challenges lika Ine perspective in the lace which is
ane of the most difficull positions to paint, the tension in tha
muscles of the rneck and skin tones on 8 backaround
dominated by whites, wnen | completed the piece | showed
it fo a frend that s an art critic and ne found many
symbohisms i thal | rad nol plannaed ul maka much
2AMNSA...

“Famale daity” iz a mystical work, echaclic pssence of a
partheistic religion, between paganism ard Chrisbanity,

Har body adapts 1o tha rigidity and gaometrdcal forms of tha
Eqvptian shapas. 1 s the pose of a pharaoh, The same
cube inwhich ghe sits einforces the imprassion of dignity
and solamnity of a statua, But it i nat a cult for an Egyptian
goddess; It iz & beautiful naked woman, that covers her
breasts with her ams, drawing our attertion fo them in a
vary sensual way, There s plenty In this figure of a crucilied
Chrisl, I you go uo and focus an evary part of her body, the
fest hang lke from a plece o wood and seem lacerated, &
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Angles oll onlinen 55" 71"

chastity clolh covers ber privale parls, white 18 a symbol ol
ourity, her neck s full of tension whie her head looks at the
sky and seams to whisoer a prayar., But it is not ona of our
dramatic bloody Chrisl..., i’ is just a sensation, it 5 us
contemplating a contained emotion.”

Allrado Garcla Gomeaz-Alare?

OMAR ORTIZ

Female Diety oil on linen 717x55"
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